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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 269250 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EGEN, EAID, XA.RW 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE FOR RWANDA 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN REVIEWING WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT BE RE- 
SPONSIVE TO RWANDA'S DEVELOPMENT NEEDS WITHOUT PROVIDING 
ASSISTANCE THROUGH RWANDAN ARMY, AN OPTION WHICH WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE IS NOW VIABLE. 

2. WE ARE CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OF SUGGESTING TO GOR 
THAT RESOURCE TRANSFERS FOR CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES, WHILE 
NOT POSSIBLE DIRECTLY TO RWANDAN MILITARY, MIGHT BE 
FEASIBLE IF GOR WERE TO SHIFT ELEMENTS OF ARMED FORCES 
CURRENTLY ENGAGING IN NATION-BUILDING PROJECTS INTO THE 
CIVILIAN SECTOR. PLACING OF SUCH A TRAINED. DISCIPLINED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FORCE UNDER CIVILIAN AUTHORITY IN A FORMAT SIMILAR. FOR 
EXAMPLE TO FORMER CCC IN US, WOULD INABLE US TO ASSIST 
DEVELOPMENT THROUGH TRADITIONAL AID CHANNELS AND AT SAME 
TIME ENABLE GOR TO KEEP TRAINED ENGINEERING CADRE TOGETHER. 

AT THE SAME TIME IT WOULD STRENGTHEN CIVILIAN SECTORS OF 
SOCIETY (AN OB ECHIVE CONSISTENT WITH OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY) AND BE MORE LIKELY TO RECEIVE DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
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SUPPORT THAN AID THROUGH MILITARY CHANNELS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD WELCOME YOUR VIEWS ON HOW REALISTIC 

THIS APPROACH MIGHT BE IN RWANDAN CONTEXT AND PROBABLE 
RWANDAN GOVERNMENT REACTION TO US SUGGESTION ALONG THESE 
LINES. 

4. GRIB BIN IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS PROPOSAL IN GREATER 
DETAIL NBXT WEEK. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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